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NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week 
beginning April 24, 1988, as National Consumers Week. I urge consum
ers, businesses, educators, community organizations, labor unions, the 
media, and government officials to identify, emphasize, and promote 
activities during National Consumers Week that draw attention to the 
importance of service in consumers' purchasing decisions. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day 
of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twelfth. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5766 of February 2,1988 

Small Business Week, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

More than 17 million Americans own a small business; and the rest of 
us benefit from their ingenuity, enterprise, and hard work. These entre
preneurs employ half of all Americans in the work force. These 
achievements and the American heritage of economic liberty that helps 
make them possible are truly fitting reasons for each of us to join in 
observance of Small Business Week. 

Today, small businesses provide well over two-thirds of all new Ameri
can jobs, as well as 40 percent of our aggregate national output; the 
bulk of new American products and technologies; and more than two-
thirds of all first jobs. The majority of jobs held by younger, older, mi
nority, and female employees are in small business. In the next quarter-
century, fully three-fourths of all new jobs created in America will 
have their genesis in small business. 

The development of new enterprises depends on many factors, includ
ing the hopes, dreams, and hard work that have always characterized 
America's entrepreneurs. But it also depends on a climate hospitable to 
small business—a climate marked by a lack of government interference 
in the marketplace; low taxes; low interest rates; and the basic freedom 
to strive for and create progress, prosperity, and opportunity for our
selves and our fellow Americans. Government, the servant of the 
people, must make sure that it does not harm that climate, which is so 
necessary to our Nation's well-being and future. 

The small business men and women of our land truly follow a great 
heritage and foster good for America. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim the week of 
May 8 through May 14, 1988, as Small Business Week, and I urge all 
Americans to join with me in saluting our small business men and 
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women by observing that week with appropriate ceremonies and ac
tivities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day 
of February, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-eight, 
and of the Independence of the United States of America the two hun
dred and twelfth. .. 

RONALD REAGAN 

Proclamation 5767 of February 3,1988 

National Day of Prayer, 1988 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Americans in every generation have turned to their Maker in prayer. In 
adoration and in thanksgiving, in contrition and in supphcation, we 
have acknowledged both our dependence on Almighty God and the 
help He offers us as individuals and as a Nation. In every circum
stance, whether peril or plenty, whether war or peace, whether glad
ness or mourning, we have searched for and sought God's presence and 
His power. His blessings and His protection. His freedom and His 
peace, for ourselves, for our children, and for our beloved land. 

That was surely so at the very beginning of our Nation, in the earliest 
days of our quest for independence and liberty. It could only be thus, 
for a people who recognized God as the Author of freedom; who cher
ished the ancient but ever new words of Leviticus, "Proclaim liberty 
throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof and who cast 
those words where they would ring out forever, on the Liberty Bell; 
who affirmed along with Thomas Jefferson that the God Who gave us 
life gave us liberty as well. 

So did they believe, those who gathered in Carpenters' Hall in Philadel
phia in 1774, the members of the First Continental Congress. They had 
come together, in times that tried men's souls, to deliberate in the 
united interests of America and for our "civil and religious liberties." 
John Adams later wrote his wife Abigail about what followed: "When 
Congress first met, Mr. Gushing made a motion that it should be 
opened with prayer." Some delegates opposed the motion, citing differ
ences in belief among the members; but Sam Adams, that bold lover of 
liberty and our country, arose to utter words of healing and unity. 

"I can hear the prayer," he said, of anyone "of piety and virtue who is 
. . . a friend to his country." He went on to suggest that a clergyman of 
a persuasion other than his own open the First Continental Congress 
with prayer. 

And so it happened. Because Sam Adams gave voice to all the good
ness, the genius, and the generosity that make up the American spirit, 
the First Continental Congress made its first act a prayer—the^ begin
ning of a great tradition. 

We have, then, a lesson from the Founders of om* land, those giants of 
soul and intellect whose courageous pledge of life and fortune and 
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